STAINTON & STREATLAM PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting held on 25" January 2024 in Stainton Village Hall

Present J Teasdale (JT) J Taylor (JMT) J Rowlandson (JR)
B Toulson (BT) N B Hutchinson (NBH) S Chapman (SC) (Clerk)

1. Public Participation No members of the public in attendance

2. Apologies A Dobinson (AD)

3. Declarations of Interest None

4. Dispensations None

5. Approval of November Minutes Proposed by JMT, seconded by JT

6. Progress or changes since last meeting

6.1 Following Bounceback’s response to the questions raised about th rea k it was agreed
unanimously to contact them and ask for the works to be schedu a possmle so that
the area is functional by Easter. 3

6.2 Memorial garden railings and wall — A quote was received for \e&st etch of railings but this
business to be contacted again to clarify exactly what thls over Other sources of wrought iron
work to be contacted are N H and IT — currently carrying out some excellent work on a property
in Barnard Castle. S H has advised he currently has no_availability-to take on the work but would
be happy to check any quotes to ensure they are a ropn e for the work involved. Stone masons
will also be asked to provide quotes for the repair of the wall as it seems sensible to carry out the
two works together. Glasper & Tunstall to be onta od for n updated quote for the wall repair.

status of the trees in the Memorial garden but_have also been advised that DCC have qualified
staff who could inspect and report fof a basic fee of £172. They however would not carry out any
remedial work — that would need.to outsourced to another company. They will be contacted to
arrange an inspection and t osher mpany advised and considered for any other works
required.

6.3  We received a quote of £300 + VAT to ¢ rrg&c:\ean inspection and report on the Health & safety

6.4  The Precept request has\been submitted and accepted. £8201.78 was requested plus the LCTRS
grant of £160.00 giving a ta of £8361.78. This is a 0% increase on last year (there has been no
Parish Council incréase to he Precept for several years now) meaning there is no change to any
of the propert)yaand ue to the parish Precept.

7. Correspondence/( d/sent
7.1  Email responseéfrom)Bounceback.
7.2  Technical Accountancy Team, DCC — Precept request form and confirmation of receipt.
7.3 Survey quote from Special Branch Tree Services.
7.4  Quote from Valley Wrought Iron.

8. Financial Report

The Balance of Account as at 29" December 2023 was £23,541.61
It is calculated that approximately £307.38 can be reclaimed for VAT payments made in 2023.

Invoices presented and approved for payment at this meeting.

Village Hall Room hire, 2 hr at £15 per hr £30.00
HMRC Tax on Clerk’s wage (December/January) £68.60
S Chapman Clerk’s wage (December/January) £274.00

9. Matters arising (at discretion of the Chair)
9.1 It was reported that a bund had been constructed around the former tank stand at the top of
Stainton Bank — this is part of the target-hardening being carried out prior to Appleby Fair.



9.2 It was reported that a resident had queried if a herbicide was being used in the village but
councillors were unaware of any such usage. It had occurred previously when a civic-minded
resident had tried to tidy up the village paths but once this was brought to council notice and he
was approached, it was resolved that the council would support this person in getting the
necessary qualification to carry out the work and therefore it stopped. This training was to be
arranged through UTASS but unfortunately the planned course could not take place last year so
we have had to wait for it to be re-arranged. Hopefully our volunteer will be able to get his
certification in the next couple of months.

9.3 The sports field on Shaw Bank is overgrown and does not appear to have been used in a number
of years. The property is believed to be owned by GSK.

9.4  Town Pasture Lane was reported to be a lot busier than usual due to traffic using it as a route to
avoid roadworks and traffic lights on the A688.

9.5 A parish resident has asked if the village hall will be getting a copy of the King’s official portrait to
display on the hall. Town and Parish Councils can apply for one jfree pygvﬁwen they become
available and once received an appropriate frame will be sourc?./J 1

to

9.6 The top has come off the green stack pipe (the sewer vent)) he}tle bungalow at the far
end of the village. Report to Northumbrian Water. }\a\
edy |

9.7 Once again the issue of dog waste on footpaths has o/rzfurr t seemed to have reduced a lot
following last year’s newsletter but has gradually increased to-the point where it is a real issue for
pedestrians. N

9.8 Newsletter — a draft newsletter to be prepared fo@e M}}ch meeting and the dog waste issue to
be highlighted in it. It will also mention the bulb planting, {the bulbs planted on the grassed area
below Hesley Rise all look to have spro;v?éd 3nd we're expecting a lovely display in the coming
weeks),
upcoming work in the play area aryést year's commemorative tree plantings. Also to feature the
Annual Parish and Parish Counci eetbngs taking place in May.

9.9 A Risk Register has now bee 'prerp%%c{‘and will be issued to councillors for their inspection and
included as an agenda item-at thé next meeting for comment/amendment/approval.

9.10 The 30 mph signs at the far end of the village are so badly faded as to be illegible. This to be
reported to Highways and also a‘guery as to what criteria needs to be met to reduce the speed
limit to 20 mph through e)/illage.

9.11 As yet the solar pg el far apfulication has not yet been approved.

9.12 The nationw/ide digital roll-out is anticipated to be close to completion within the next 18 months.
This is to/rEpI e the old internet technology with high-speed fibre broadband — anyone with a
landline-but mo internet access will have it installed for free but internet users will need to pay for
the ne}/fibreo ic Service.

9.13 A village'walkthtrough of Stainton and Stainton Grove to be planned for spring 2024.

Date and time of next meeting
28" March 2024 at 7.00pm in the village hall.

Chairman .......cooooiiiiiiiiiinn., Date

Dates of future meetings in 2024

March 28" May 23" (Annual Meeting)
July 251 September 26" November 28"



